
January 11, 2006- GONZALEZ TO TESTIFY AT ALITO NOMINATION HEARINGS

  

  (Washington DC)  Congressman Charlie Gonzalez (D-Tx) has been  invited to testify at the
Senate confirmation hearing of Judge Samuel  A. Alito, Jr. to the United States Supreme Court. 
Congressman Gonzalez  will appear before the Senate Judiciary Committee in his capacity as 
Chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus's (CHC) Hispanic  Judiciary Initiative.   The
Senate Judiciary Committee will hear the  testimony of witnesses beginning on January 12,
2006.  However, given  the number of witnesses slated to appear, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee may choose to continue the testimony on Friday.  

  

  Following established criteria, the CHC examines all nominees'  record of commitment to
equal justice and right of access to the  courts, their support for Congress' constitutional
authority to pass  civil rights legislation, and their efforts in support of protecting  immigrant
rights, voting rights and political access for Latinos.  

  

  While the CHC's judicial nominee evaluation criteria were originally  designed to help identify
qualified Latinos to serve on federal courts,  the CHC has decided to evaluate all nominees to
the Supreme Court  because of the enormous impact the Court's decisions have on the 
nation's growing Hispanic community.  

  

  Past Supreme Court rulings on the rights of immigrant workers,  voting rights, affirmative
action policies at colleges and  universities, and bilingual education have had long-lasting and 
far-reaching affects on the lives of Latino families.  Many of these  rulings have been decided by
one vote.  

  

  WHO:  Congressman Charlie Gonzalez, Chairman of the CHC Hispanic Judiciary Initiative  

  

  WHAT: Senate Confirmation Hearing of Judge Samuel A. Alito Jr. Panel VI  

  

  WHERE: 216 Hart Senate Office Building Washington, DC
   
  WHEN: Thursday January 12, 2006  
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